A GENERAL  STATE 

OF  THE 

WHITEHAVEN  DISPENSARY, 


For  the  Year  1784. 


N promoting  the  in tere it,  by  extending  the 
benefits  of  this  charity  to  every  defcription 


git  S 

A ^.9  of  its  proper  objedls,  and  thus  fenlibly  di- 
minifhing  the  fum  of  human  miferies,  where 
&&A  they  fo  efpecially  and  poignantly  prevail, 
the  man  of  benevolence  muft  experience  the  fublimeft  felf* 
fatisfaftion.  Confcious  that  being  actuated  by  the  beft  of 

A prin- 
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principles,  he  has  ftriCtly  obeyed,  uiia  amply  fulfilled  the 
dilates,  by  indulging  the  moft  acceptable  propenfities  of 
humanity,  his  feelings  and  reflections  will  become  exqui- 
fitely  pleafing.  The  thankful  acknowledgment  of  thofe 
who  fupplicate  and  obtain  relief,  (their  beft  and  only  tri- 
bute of  gratitude)  whilft  it  proves  to  him  the  Angular  ex- 
pediency of  this  inftitution,  affords,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
cleared;  conviction  that  aCts  of  beneficence  carry  along  with 
them  the  moft  perfeCt  reward. 

Agreeably  to  the  eftablifhed  mode  of  conducing  this 
charity,  a brief,  yet  comprehend ve  ftate  of  its  proceedings 
will  be  here  fubjoined  : the  requifite  limits  of  this  Report 
by  no  means  fuitably  admitting  a more  circumftantial  de- 
tail, and  the  ufual  and  various  Difpenfary  Records  render- 
ing it  perfectly  unneceffary. 

The  regiftered  cafes,  efpecially  in  the  furgical  depart- 
ment, have  very  much  exceeded  in  number  and  importance 
thofe  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  increafe  of  the  trivial 
lift  has  been  alfo  confiderable ; the  total  difburfements, 
however,  fo  far  from  being  proportionably  augmented,  are 
not  a little  reduced.  From  thefe  confiderations,  the  utility 
and  Geconomy  of  this  inftitution  may  be  certainly  inferred. 

With  regard  to  the  contagious  difeafes  of  the  laft  year, 
a few  additional  dyfenteric  patients  were  admitted,  and  long 
ago  difmiffed  cured  r of  the  18  remaining  upon  the  books, 

two 


two  cafes,  and  thofe  aged  and  infirm  people,  terminated 
fatally.  The  Hooping  Cough  was  in  the  courfe  of  the 
fummer,  and  ftill  more  fo  in  that  of  tljie  autumn  and  win- 
ter, a very  prevalent  and  potent  difeafe.  To  the  24  chil- 
dren previoufly  admitted,  98  have  been  fince  recommended, 
and  of  the  whole,  120  fortunately  recovered. 

Notwithftanding  the  long  continued  feverity  of  the  late 
feafon,  inflammatory  diforders  neither  frequently  nor  dan- 
geroufly  prevailed.  The  mofc  alarming  aggravations  were 
obfervable  in  the  afthmatic  and  every  other  cafe  of  chronic 
indifpoiition.  The  lower  clafs  of  people  became  then  alfo 
more  efpecially  liable  to  fever  of  a nervous  and  malignant 
nature.  This  difeafe,  as  the  only  interefting  epidemic  of 
the  prefent  year,  may  be  very  properly  feleCted  to  furnifh  a 
few  general  obfervations.  Its  diftinguifliing  characters 
have  been  always  preceded  and  accompanied  by  thofe  of 
univerfal  debility  ; lafiitude  and  languor  marking  the  pro- 
grefs,  and  determining  the  event  of  fever.  With  the  or- 
dinary fymptoms  of  the  cold,  hot  and  fweating  fits  were 
intimately  blended,  in  cafes  mofl:  eminently  dangerous,  va- 
rious aflfeCtions  of  the  brain,  and  powerful  determinations 
to  the  bowels.  Of  the  numbers  admitted,  amounting  to 
371,  ten  died.  Several  mild  and  tranfient  cafes  occurred 
in  the  autumn  : but  it  was  not  before  the  advance  of  the 
winter,  and  approach  of  the  fpring,  that  the  prevalency  of 

this 


[ 4 ] 

this  difeafe  was  in  the  leaft  remarkable.  At  prefent  its  ma- 
lignancy has  happily,  in  a great  meafure,  fubfided.  The 
peculiar  and  potent,  yet  limited  influence  of  this  fever,  will 
be  beft  afcertained  by  the  following  fadts  : — That  in  a cer- 
tain houfe,  containing  three  families,  occupying  diftindt 
apartments,  not  one  of  ten  inhabitants  efcaped  this  conta- 
gion ; fix  of  thefe  were  violently  aflfedted,  fcarce  permitting 
the  leaft  favourable  appearance  before  the  14th  or  17th  day, 
and  four  very  flightly.  The  three  who  laft  experienced  the 
difeafe,  were  fingular  inftances  of  its  virulency  : A mother 
and  two  children  had  been  feized  with  the  general  fymp-* 
toms,  which,  obferving  the  ufual  progrefs,  terminated  on 
the  14th  day.  After  an  interval  of  five  weeks,  they  again 
took  the  infedtion,  and  very  exadlly  completed  the  fame 
courfe.  Still  more  extraordinary  was  the  cafe  of  the  pa- 
rent, who  a third  time  fufferea  its  diftrefles,  admitting  a te- 
dious and  painful  recovery.  Fortunately  this  fever,  though 
here  exceedingly  malignant,  did  not  communicate  itfelf  to 
a.fingle  individual  in  the  neighbourhood ; a decifive  and 
comfortable  evidence  that  fuch  contagion  could  only  be- 
come adtive  and  dangerous  to  thofe  who  were  immediately 
and  conftantly  expofed  to  it.  The  methods  and  precau- 
tions generally  recommended,  and  found  by  experience 
highly  qualified  to  eradicate  this  infedtious  difeafe,  or  to- 
tally interrupt  its  further  baneful  communication,  have 
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been  every  where  ftrenuouily  inculcated  ; and  fo  flu*  as  the 
circumftances  of  the  lick  would  permit,  diligently  executed. 
Fumigations  with  camphire,  myrrh,  fulphur,  tobacco,  or 
juniper  berries,  and  the  explolion  of  gunpowder,  were 
deemed  the  moft  efficacious  antidotes  to  this  contagion. 
The  ftridleft  obfervance  of  cleanlinefs,  with  regard  to  the 
patients,  their  families,  and  habitations,  was  alfo  required; 
and  a free  circulation  of  air,  from  various  apertures  in  the 
windows  and  doors,  always  admitted.  To  thefe  falutarv 
expedients  were  frequently  added  the  liberal  application  of 
vinegar  to  the  floors,  bedfteads,  &c.  and  frelh  prepared 
white-wafh  to  the  walls  and  ceilings  of  infe&ed  places. 
The  bed  cloaths  and  linen  of  the  flck  were  directed  to  be 
fteeped  feveral  hours  in  cold  water ; then  waflied  and  dried 
in  the  open  air,  with  a view  to  prevent  the  pernicious  effefts 
of  contaminated  effluvia.  ' 

An  attempt  to  precifely  afcertain  the  critical  periods  of 
this  fever  muft  be  unavoidably  attended  with  conflderable 
difficulties.  Inaccurate  obfervation  of  the  patients  or  their 
attendants,  and  the  flow,  Icarce  perceptible  approaches  of 
difeafe,  rendering  this  circumftance,  fo  highly  eligible  and 
important  in  itfelf  and  its  confequences,  very  frequently  pre- 
carious and  uncertain.  It  may,  however,  be  pretty  exa&ly 
determined,  from  repeated  experience,  that  the  moft  manifeft 
aggravations  or  remiffions  of  difeafe  occurred  on  the  3d, 

B 7th, 
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7th,  1 1 tli,  14th,  or  17th  days.  Few  were  the  inftances  of 
its  being  protraCted  to  the  21ft,  and  when  it  did  fo,  the 
event  was  univerfally  falutary.  The  crifis  which  imper- 
fectly formed  itfelf  on  the  11th,  agreeably  to  the  general 
fentiment  of  practical  writers,  was,  for  the  moil  part,  com- 
pleted on  the  1 4th  or  1 7th,  and  always  favourably  : whereas, 
the  fatal  cafes  had  been  invariably  charaCterifed  by  fymp- 
toms  admitting  no  obvious  remiflions,  and  ufually  termi- 
nated on  the  rith  or  14th  day.  There  were  indeed  many 
proofs  of  a more  early  crilis  ; when,  upon  the  firft  attack, 
the  exhibition  of  an  aCtive  Emetic  not  only  readily  and 
perfectly  removed  the  moft  alarming  fymptoms,  but  certain- 
ly prevented  their  future,  violent  recurrence. 

The  influence  and  effects  of  eleCtricity,  in  the  relief  and 
removal  of  numerous  infirmities  and  dileafes,  are  now  uni- 
verfally  acknowledged,  and  perhaps  nothing  more  emi- 
nently diftinguifhes  modern  practice  than  the  frequent  and 
judicious  employment  of  it;  a complete  EleCtrical  Ma- 
chine, adapted  by  every  requifite  improvement  to  medical 
purpofes,  was  therefore  procured,  and  the  application  of 
this  remedy  to  various  inftances  of  powerful  and  perma- 
nent morbid  affeCtion,  has  fince  repeatedly  and  furprizingly 
difplayed  its  efficacy. 

The  admiffion  of  Midwifery  Cafes,  under  proper  reftric- 
tions,  would  be  attended  with  very  beneficial  confequences. 

The 
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The  deaths  of  many  mothers  and  children  might  be  pro- 
bably prevented,  and  the  numerous  inconveniences,  dan- 
gers, and  diftreffes,  of  a fituation  lead  qualified  to  fupport 
them,  effectually  obviated.  In  imitation  of  every  other 
fimilar  undertaking,  the  directors  of  this  charity  have  whil- 
ed to  extend  its  utility  to  objeCts  fo  peculiarly  eligible ; but 
the  amount  of  the  prefent  fubfcriptions  is  very  inadequate 
to  this  purpofe.  The  eariieft  opportunity  will,  however, 
be  happily  accepted  of  carrying  into  execution  a meafure, 
which  the  feelings,  not  lefs  than  the  interefts,  of  humanity 
confpire  to  recommend. 

It  is  earneftly  hoped  that  the  primary  and  principal 
fcheme  of  this  Difpenfary,  in  reftoring  the  health,  and  pre- 
ferving  the  life  of  the  indigent,  has  been  fully  accom- 
plilhed;  and  that  thofe  motives  which  firff  excited  the  li- 
berality of  the  charitable  and  wealthy,  to  effablilb  fo  ufeful 
an  inftitution,  will  fail  not  to  fecure  to  it  their  future  pa- 
tronage and  fupport. 

^ss* 

All  perfons  who  are  difpofed  to  contribute  by  Will , to  this 
charity , are  requefted  to  do  it  in  the  following  manner ; 

I give  and  bequeath  to  A.  B.  and  C.  D.  the  fum  of 
upon  truft,  that  they  do  pay  the  fame  to  the  I'reafurer  of  the  Whitehaven 
Difpenfary ; which  fum  of  I defire  may  be  applied  towards 

carrying  on  the  benevolent  defigns  of  the  faid  charity.” 
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An  Account  of  the  Patients  admitted , from 
June  14,  1784,  to  June  13,  1785. 

Recommended  and  regiftered  (of  whom  1310 

were  vilited  at  their  refpedtive habitations)  - 2061 

Trivial  cafes  - - - - 383 

2644 

Patients  remaining  upon  the  books,  June  14,  1784,  220 


2864 


The  STATE  of  the  REGISTERS. 

Cured  _____ 

Relieved  _____ 

Incurable  - 
Irregular 

Dead  - - - _ 

Remain  upon  the  books  - 


*774 

82 

28 

4 

49 

344 


228 


Patients  admitted  fsnce  this  Difpenfary  was 
opened,  June  30,  1783 


470 1 


DISEASES. 


D I S 
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eases. 


Intermittent  fever 

5 

Inflammatory  fever  - 

47 

Nervous  fever  - 

371 

He&ic  fever 

3 

Worm  fever  - 

124 

Fxternal  inflammation 

39 

Gangrene 

4 

Inflammation  of  the  eyes 

53 

Inflammation  of  the  brain 

3 

Inflammatory  fore  throat 

14 

Inflammation  of  the  lungs 

66 

Inflammation  of  the  bowels 

1 

Acute  rheumatifm 

13 

Chronic  rheumatifm 

79 

Eryfipelas 

8 

Inflammatory  eruptions 

53 

Miliary  fever 

5 

Sore  mouth 

5 

Hoemorrhages  » 

32 

Confumption  - 

46 

Abortion  - 

6 

Catarrh  - 

78 

Catarrh  of  old  age 

16 

Dyfentery 

29 

Head  ach,  and  vertigo 

44 

Palfy 

9 

Fainting 

5 

Stomach  complaints 

143 

Flatulency 

58 

Carried  forward  1 359  ( 

G 


-brought  over 

1359 

Convulfions 

%j  j y 

- 6 

Epilepfy 

20 

Afthma 

54 
- hi 

Hooping  cough 

Colic 

- 83 

• 1 C 

Choiera 

Diarrhoea  • 

* CO 

Diabetes 

j 

1 

Hyfteria 

* 9 

Mania 

1 

Melancholy 

3 

Chronic  weaknefs 

54 

Dropfy 

- 28 

Rickets  - 

- 6 

Scrophula 

- 24 

Lues  venerea  • 

- 9 

Jaundice 

• 7 

Dimnefs  of  fight  - 

- 8 

Deafnefs 

• 1 

Gravel  - 

• 27 

Cancer 

4 

Rupture 

5 

Herpes 

5 

Scald  head 

19 

Scorbutic  eruptions 

168 

Luxations,  fractures  & fprains  36 

Ulcers  and  abfcefles 

- 53 

Contufions,  wounds  & burns  no 

Total 

2281 

SUB- 

SUB 
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C R I B E R s; 


A £.  s.  d. 

James  Atkinfon  0106 

* A.  B.  o 10  6 

William  Alexander  o 50 

Benjamin  Antrobus  o 50 

B 

W.  Brown  rigg,  M.  D. 

F.  R.  S.  Ormathwaite  2 20 

$ Anthony  Benn,  Efq. 


Henfingham  3 3° 

John  Barns  1 10 

John  Bateman  1 10 

John  Beck  1 1 o 

Jofeph  Bragg,  druggift  1 10 

$ Robert  Blakeney  1 10 

Barrafs  and  Birkhead  0106 

Henry  Bragg  0106 

Darcv  Bowes  o 10  6 

John  Bownefs  0106 

$ John  Bragg  0106 


* Myles  Brockbank  0106 

* Henry  Booth  o 10  6 

* Mrs.  Richard  Bowman  0106 

* Robert  Baldridge  050 

* Mrs.  Briggs  050 

C 

John  Chriftian,  Efq, 

Workington-Hall  5 50 

Garried  forward  £*22  o c 


Brought  over  £. 

21 

0 0 

Rev.  C.  C.  Church 

1 

1 0 

Rer.  John  Colquhoun 

1 

1 0 

t Walter  Ghambrc 

1 

1 0 

} James  Corkhill 

0 

5 0 

Robert  Carter 

0 

5 0 

# John  Clementfon 

0 

5 0 

T> 

John  Dixon,  Efq. 

2 

2 0 

| Joftma  Dixon,  M.  D 

. 2 

2 0 

J.  L.  Delvillers 

1 

1 0 

Peter  Dixon 

1 

1 0 

# John  Doughty, 

druggift,  Newcaftle 

X 

1 0 

John  Douglas 

0 

IG  6 

John  Dowfon 

0 

10  6 

* Mrs.  Deane 

0 

10  6 

John  Dunn 

0 

5 0 

F 

L.  W.  Fletcher,  Efq. 

Hutton -Hall 

2 

2 0 

Robert  Fifher,  Efq. 

1 

11  6 

R.  Fletcher,  merchant 

1 

11  6 

H.  Fletcher,  do. 

1 

11  6 

* Rev.  Gilbert  Filkin, 

Warwickfhire 

1 

1 0 

Robert  Fergufon 

1 

1 0 

Thomas  Filher 

1 

1 0 

Carried  forward  £* 

45 

1 0 

Thofe  marked  thus  * are  new  fubfcriptions,  and  thus  % augmentations. 


Brought  over  £•  45  10 

R.  Fletcher,  mercer  i i o 
* Rev  JamesFavel,  A.M. o io  6 


Henry  Fletcher  o io  6 

* Henry  Fleming  o xo  6 

* lfaac  Fofter  o io  6 

Mrs.  Jane  Fletcher  o io  6 

Stephen  Farifti  050 


Mrs.  Barbara  Fletcher  050 
G 


Peter  Gale,  Efq.  1 10 

John  Gibfon . 110 

\ Benjamin  Gilliat  1 10 

Mrs.  Greybourn  o 5 ° 

♦ Mifs  Gale  050 

H 


Rev.  Wilfrid  HudleRtfn  220 
Jofeph  Hoikins,  Efq.  2 20 

JohnHodgfon  2 2,  o 

t Thomas  Hartley,  Efq.  220 
l J.  Hamilton,  Surgeon  2 20 

John  Hartley,  Efq.  1 1 o 

jof.  Harris,  Surgeon  1 10 

P.  J.  Heywood,  Efq.  1 1 b 

James  Hogarth  1 1 b 

l Thomas  Harrifon  110 

George  Hall  b 10  6 

William  Harrifon  0106 

Lowther  Horn  0106 

James  Hall  o 5 0 


Brought  over  £.  70 

9 0 

JohnHudlefton  0 

5 0 

J 

Edward  & J.  Johnflon  1 

1 0 

Wm.  Jackfon,  Kefwick  1 

1 0 

K 

Rev.  James  Kirkpatrick  1 

1 0 

Thos.  Kirkpatrick  0 

5 0 

Robert  Key,  Harrington  0 

5 0 

Mifs  Kelfick  0 

5 0 

L 

lfaac  Littledale  2 

2 0 

Henry  Littledale  2 

2 0 

Thomas  Lutwidge,  Efq.  1 

1 0 

John  Lancafter  0 

10  6 

James  Lowes  0 

10  6 

M 

# Robert  Maw  1 

1 0 

Robert  Miller  0 

10  6 

George  Miller  0 

10  6 

John  McBridc  0 

5 0 

John  Moore  0 

5 0 

N 

Rev.  Henry  Nicholfon  1 

1 0 

O 

* Richard  Oycs  1 

1 0 

P 

Samuel  Potter  I 

11  6 

John  Parker  1 

1 0 

John  Piper  I 

1 0 

Carried  forward  £.  70  90 


Carried  forward  £.8  9 56 
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Brought  over  /\  89 

5 

6 

Brought  over  /*.  1 06 

5 

6 

* William  Piper 

1 

1 

0 

John  Thompfon 

0 

5 

0 

* W.  P. 

1 

1 

0 

V 

Mrs.  Peele 

1 

1 

0 

George  Vickers 

0 

10 

6 

Peter  Pearfon 

0 

10 

6 

t Mrs.  Uffinfon 

0 

5 

0 

Jofeph  Piper 

0 

10 

6 

W 

* Henry  Piper 

0 

10 

6 

R.  Wordfworth,  Efq 

1 

1 

0 

William  Perry 

0 

5 

0 

John  Walker 

1 

1 

0 

John  Pierrie 

0 

5 

0 

J.  Ware  & Son 

1 

1 

0 

R 

Mark  Wylie,  Druggift 

1 

1 

0 

Chriftopher  Robinfon 

0 

10 

6 

Mrs,  Wybergh 

1 

1 

0 

John  Rumney 

0 

10 

6 

# Mrs.  Wetherall, 

* Ebenezer  Reed 

0 

10 

6 

Wigton 

1 

1 

0 

* William  Rothery 

0 

10 

6 

Jofeph  Wilfon 

0 

10 

6 

John  Richardfon 

0 

5 

0 

J Witherington  8c  Brown  0 

10 

6 

* Edward  Robinfon 

0 

5 

0 

* William  Wood 

0 

10 

6 

S 

* William  Woodville, 

] ofeph  T.  Senhoufe,  Efq. 

2 

2 

0 

Whitekeld 

0 

10 

6 

Alexander  Spittall 

1 

1 

0 

# Mrs.  Watts 

0 

10 

6 

George  Stalker 

1 

i% 

0 

John  White 

0 

5 

0 

+ Robert  Sanderfon 

1 

1 

0 

Nathaniel  Wilfon 

0 

5 

0 

* The  Friendly  Society 

* Jacob  Wheelwright 

0 

5 

0 

at  the  Three  Tons 

1 

1 

0 

Y 

Rev.  James  Sedgwick 

0 

10 

6 

Peter  How  Younger 

1 

r 

0 

* John  Sarjeant 

0 

10 

6 

# Mrs.  Younghufband 

0 

5 

0 

* Ofwell  Sumpton 

0 

10 

6 

Mifs  Senhoufe 

0 

10 

6 

Total  Subfcriptions  f.  118 

5 

6 

* Ifaac  Salkeld 
T 

0 

5 

0 

In  the  charity  box 

0 

6 

0 

X 

* James  Thompfon 

0 

10 

6 

Total  £.  u8 

11 

6 

Carried  forward  £.  106  5 6 | 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Drugs  and  medicines  39  1 6 af 

Total  Subfcriptions  1x8  11  5 

Printing  & ftationary  435 

Balance  with  the  Trea- 

Humane  Society's 

furcr  laft  year  93  6 2 

Apparatus*  4 12  8 

An  elcCtrical  machine  770 

* 

Coals,  candles,  wine. 

9 

phials,  and  fundry 

fmall  articles  9 18  iof 

Houfe  rent  7 10  0 

Apothecary’s  falary 

and  gratuity  35  5 0 

108  13  2 

• 

Balance  in  the  Trea- 

surer's hands  103  4 5 

£.  an  17  7 

an  17  7 

Audited  by  P.  J.  Hey  wood,  Efq. 

Balance  remaining  in 

Mr.  John  Barns,  and  Mr. 

the  Treafurer’s 

Walter  Chambre. 

hands  £.  103  4 5 

* DoCtor  Go  gam’s  late  invented  inftrument,  for  the  more  imme- 
diate extraction  of  drowning  bodies  from  the  water,  was  pre- 
fented  to  this  Charity  by  DoCtor  H a we  s,  the  benevolent  inftitu- 
tor  and  regifter  of  the  Humane  Society  ; to  whofe  goodnefs  it  is 
alfo  indebted  for  a great  variety  of  mofl  ufeful  information  re- 
fpeCting  the  important  fubjeCt  of  fufpended  animation. 
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OFFICERS  for  the  YEAR  1785. 

P R E S I D E N T. 

The  Right  Honourable  James  Earl  of  Lonfdale. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 
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